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To  H is  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Corporation  of  Bebington. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health  this 
Report  is  again  an  interim  one  confined  to  essential  statistics,  with 
notes  on  certain  points  of  importance  which  have  arisen  during  the 
year  in  relation  to  the  public  health  of  the  Borough,  and  but  for  his 
request  the  Report  would  have  been  a special  survey  embracing  the 
period  1941-1945,  it  being  the  custom  for  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
to  publish  such  a survey  after  each  five  years  of  service  with  their 
respective  authorities. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  my  last  reporting  showed  an 
increase  of  670  and  this  year  shows  a further  increase  of  420, 
standing  at  the  figure  of  42,390  (Registrar  General’s  figure) . On 
going  to  press  (September,  1946) , the  latest  figure  of  population 
is  45,494  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Borough  reads  for  the  year  18.3  per 
1,000  of  population  as  compared  with  20.41  for  Bebington  in  1944 
and  16. 1 for  England  and  Wales  in  1945. 

The  death  rate  s.hows  a decrease  from  10.34  to  9.82  for  1945 
as  compared  with  11.4  for  England  and  Wales  for  1945. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  figure  is  higher  than  in  1944, 
being  49.00  in  place  of  42.00  per  1,000  live  births,  and  it  is  also 
higher  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  which 
stands  at  46.00,  as  in  1944.  Our  infantile  death  rate  this  year  has 
been  spoilt  by  the  exceptional  number  of  deaths  from  prematurity 
in  1945,  being  12  as  against  4 in  1944.  Half  these  cases  attended 


the  Council’s  ante-natal  clinic  and  two  of  those  which  attended  are 
fully  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  on'e  mother  suffered  from 
tuberculosis  and  the  other  mother  suffered  from  very  high  blood 
pressure  and  threatened  eclampsia.  Two  other  deaths  were  of 
infants  of  only  six  months  pregnancy  and  their  survival  would  have 
been  exceptional,  in  addition  to  which  the  mothers  did  not  avail 
themselves  of  pre-natal  advice  at  our  clinic.  Another  case  of  twins 
reached  a seven  months  pregnancy  and  would  have  survived  only 
under  most  exceptional  care  and  circumstances.  In  another  case 
the  mother  of  an  illegitimate  baby  in  difficult  circumstances  failed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  clinic  facilities,  and  the  infant  died  in 
hospital.  If  this  analysis  is  taken  into  account  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  in  Bebington  can,  for  practical  purposes  concerning 
infant  welfare,  be  regarded  as  under  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole. 

The  maternal  mortality  figure  stands  at  3.6  per  1,000  births 
(live  and  still)  as  there  were  3 registered  deaths  in  the  Borough  for 
1945,  being  the  same  figure  as  for  1944.  The  average  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1945  is  1.79  as  compared  with  1.93  for  1944.  Once 
again  the  comparison  appears  alarming,  and  I give  t,he  emergency 
conditions  which  establish  the  figure  : — 

(1)  Patient,  aged  34  3^ears,  certified  as  pulmonary  embolism. 
This  death  might  be  described  as  an  accident  of  nature  and 
the  strain  on  the  mother  exaggerated  by  multiple  preg- 
nancy, i.e.,  twins. 

(2)  Patient,  aged  32  years,  certified  as  cerebral  thrombosis, 
but  the  real  cause  of  death  was  inflamation  of  kidneys 
(nephritis  of  pregnancy)  whicfi  did  not  yield  to  treatment. 

(3)  Patient,  aged  41  years,  certified  as  pulmonary  embolism, 
but  the  real  cause  of  death  was  inflamation  of  'kidnej^s 
(nephritis  of  pregnancy)  which  did  not  yield  to  treatment. 

Maternity  Services. 

In  regard  to  the  ante-natal  clinics,  it  will  be  noted  from  the 
statistics  in  the  body  of  my  Report  that  less  than  half  of  the 
expectant  mothers  of  Bebington  availed  themselves  of  these  services 
and  that  this  represented  a drop  from  88%  in  1944  to  42.9%  in  1945. 
Several  causes  for  this  reduction  present  themselves  to  me,  namely, 
(a)  the  wider  knowledge  of  the  new  maternity  home  in  the  Borough 
which  in  1945  took  182  cases  as  compared  with  39  in  1944  and  which 
has  its  own  ante-natal  clinic  ; (b)  the  greater  facilities  for  medical 
attention  in  the  homes  of  expectant  mothers  due  to  the  number  of 
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doctors  having  been  released  from  tile  Forces ; (c)  the  wartime 

strain  on  the  mothers  being  lessened  and  their  being  able  to  move 
about  more  easily  with  freedom  from  blackout  and  travel  dangers. 
I will  revert  to  this  subject  later  in  this  introduction  to  m)'  Report. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

T give  the  following  table  of  illegitimate  births  in  the  Borough 
in  order  that  the  influence  of  the  war  and  wartime  conditions  may 
be  seen  : — 


1938  

16 

1939  

22 

1940  

18 

1941  

> 20 

1942  

37 

1943  •••  

43 

1944  

5i 

1945  

* 62 

The  1945  increase  will  be  noted,  but  members  of  the  Council 
will  recall  the  peculiar  conditions  in  the  Borough  during  1944  and 
may  perhaps  regard  the  increased  illegitimacy  in  1945  as  not  unex- 
pected and  not  so  likely  to  recur.  I learn  that  the  illegitimate  birth 
rate  in  Liverpool  for  1945  was  107  per  1,000  births  as  against 
Bebington’s  79.7.  The  rate  per  1,000  births  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1945  was  93. 

It  must  be  remembered  of  course  that  these  are  not  true  figures 
of  illegitimacy  as  they  relate  only  to  unmarried  mothers,  in  which 
connection  I would  remind  the  Council  of  the  Government  circulars 
placed  before  them  suggesting  grant-aided  hostels  for  unmarried 
mothers  to  facilitate  their  being  able  to  work.  So  far  I am  satisfied 
and  assured  by  my  Health  Visiting  staff  that  the  provision  of  such 
hostels  has  not  been  called  for  in  Bebington  and  that  the  wartime 
nurseries,  now  at  the  time  of  publication  redesignated  day  nurseries, 
appear  to  have  met  the  needs  of  the  mothers.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  no  unmaried  mother  has  felt  obliged  to  apply  fo  the  reduction 
of  fees  at  the  nurseries  granted  in  hardship  cases.  The  large 
majority  are  specially  cared  for  by  the  Health  Visiting  staff  through 
additional  visiting,  and  the  children  are  afforded  certain  priorities 
at  the  Health  Centre.  But  in  my  opinion  the  whole  question  of  the 
care  of  children  under  school  age  calls  for  development. 

Wartime  Nurseries. 

Whilst  the  nurseries  provided  throughout  the  country  perform 
a very  useful  service,  such  accommodation  is,  in  my  opinion,  only 
a fraction  of  the  need  for  such  establishments.  Having  regard  to 
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the  expenditure  on  education  which  the  nation  is  now  prepared  to 
sanction,  I consider  that  an  earlier  beginning  might  be  made,  and 
that  free  facilities,  without  compulsion,  for  children  under  live 
might  well  be  provided  at  an  insignificant  additional  cost,  such 
care  and  education  being  carried  out  on  the  lines  of  our  day 
nurseries,  which  of  course  in  suc,h  case  would  require  expansion. 
Any  Councillor  visiting  our  own  nurseries  cannot  fail  to  be 
impressed  by  the  rapid  development  of  the  children,  both  physically 
and  mentally.  I look  to  these  nurseries  for  the  training  of  the 
infant  mind  along  the  right  lines  and  in  general  behaviour,  instill- 
ing early  the  team  spirit  and  at  the  same  time  developing 
individuality.  I hope  that  as  the  need  for  young  mothers  to  supple- 
ment the  family  income  by  working  decreases,  they  will  take  even 
greater  advantage  of  the  nurseries  in  order  to  ease  the  domestic 
strain.  I should  like  to  see  a suitable  nursery  attached  to  each  new 
housing  estate  as  it  is  erected,  and  finally  I would  remind  the 
Council  that  these  nurseries  provide  very  valuable  training  to  the 
young  girls  who  come  forward  as  probationers  and  who  ultimately, 
as  they  marry  and  become  mothers,  will  be  in  a position  to  spread 
amongst  their  neighbours  their  own  knowledge  of  infant  care  and 
we  If  arte. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act  the  Welfare  Authority  is  respon- 
sible for  the  supervision  of  the  boarded-out  child  under  nine  years 
of  age,  and  in  the  body  of  my  Report  I give  statistics  lof  the  children 
thus  affected  in  Bebington.  In  the  Spring  of  1945  a dispute  arose 
concerning  a young  child  who  had  been  placed  at  a preparatory 
school  in  the  Borough.  The  child  was  removed  from  the  school 
before  he  could  be  medically  examined  and  the  case  is  now  before 
the  Courts  and  is  subjudice.  I may  say  however  that  I am  satisfied 
with  the  conditions  which  prevail  in  the  school  in  question. 


Premature  Infants. 

The  Minister  has  requested  a report  on  the  care  of  prematurely 
born  babies  in  the  Borough,  following  the  recommendations  of  the 
Ministry  that  assistance  should  be  given  where  necessary  to  mothers 
in  such  cases.  The  Council  will  realize  that  the  majority  of 
premature  babies  are  born  in  hospital  and  are  not  allowed  to  return 
home  with  their  mothers  until  they  have  reached  a state  of  nor- 
mality. There  are  however  occasions  when  such  babies  still  require 
extra  care  on  reaching  home,  and  in  addition  there  are  the  premature 
babies  born  at  home  for  whom  adequate  provision  has  not  been 
made.  The  Council  will  remember  that  the  purchase  of  a small 
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amount  of  equipment  was  authorised  for  relief  in  cases  of  need  and 
this  is  available  for  immediate  transfer  by  the  Welfare  transport 
facilities  to  the  necessitous  mothers.  In  1945  there  were  22 
premature  babies  who  survived  as  against  12  who  died,  and  the 
survivors  are  all  being  well  cared  for  and  are  making  good  progress. 


Immunisation. 

(a)  Under  the  scheme  for  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  there 
were  505  children  of  all  ages  up  to  15  years  immunised  by  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1945  (488  under  5 years  and  17 
over  5 but  under  15  years)  as  compared  with  the  figure  of  688  for 
1944,  and,  so  far  as  my  records  show,  75  children  were  immunised 
by  private  doctors.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  the  future,  provided 
the  number  of  births  remains  stable  and  further  provided  that  there 
is  no  steady  increase  of  infant  population  from  outside  the  Borough, 
the  immunisation  figures  will  not  show  much  variation  from  year 
to  year,  as  the  intensive  immunisation  practised  during  the  previous 
years  has  covered  the  infant  susceptibles  except  for  the  new  births. 
In  short  it  is  revealed  that  about  80%  of  all  children  in  Bebington  are 
immunised  by  the  end  of  their  first  year  of  life. 

(b)  As  regards  the  new  service  of  whooping  cough  immunisa- 
tion, this  has  ben  taken  advantage  of  beyond  the  bounds  of  my 
expectations,  particularly  as  I warn  all  mothers  attending  the  clinics 
that  I can  give  no  promise  of  more  than  48%  protection  at  the 
present  time,  but  I also  inform  them  that  those  immunised  children 
who  take  whooping  cough  might  have  a very  much  simplified  illness. 
Immunisation  began  at  the  clinics  in  October  and  is  undertaken  by 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

After  immunisation  seven  children  suffered  from  high  tempera- 
tures and  swollen  arms,  and  two  children  developed  whooping  cough 
after  the  first  injection.  These  two  children  had  been  exposed  and 
were  exposed  before  reasonable  protection  could  be  expected  to 
develop,  i.e. , within  two  months  of  the  initial  injection.  Bot,h  these 
cases  were  however  of  a very  mild  nature.  It  is  an  established  fact 
that  certain  immunised  children  slept  in  the  same  bed  with  non- 
immunised  children,  and  that  the  non-immunised  children  con- 
tracted whooping  cough  but  the  immunised  children  sleeping  with 
them  did  not  contract  the  condition.  The  number  of  children  im- 
munised at  the  date  of  this  Report  going  to  press,  i.e.,  ten  months 
after  the  scheme  began  is  400,  approximately  io°o  of  the  infant 
population  under  5 years  of  age. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

There  are  no  outstanding  figures  to  quote  in  regard  to  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases  except  perhaps  to  mention  that  the  number 
of  notifications  is  some  25%  less  t,han  in  1944.  However,  half  the 
decrease  is  balanced  by  the  fact  that  for  a period  in  1944  chickenpox 
was  made  notifiable.  Attention  may  also  be  directed  to  the  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  shown  in  the  table  of  notifiable 
diseases  given  later  in  this  Report.  These  turned  out  to  be  erroneous 
diagnoses  and  were  actually  a form  of  paralysis  due  to  ortho- 
trieresyl  phosphate  poisoning,  upon  which  I make  further  comment. 

Scabies. 

Treatment  as  laid  down  by  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  was  carried 
out  voluntarily  as  before  until  July,  1945,  at  the  closing  down  of 
the  Civil  Defence  Centres,  when  arrangements  were  made  with  a 
local  nurse.  The  lae'k  of  incidence  of  numerous  scabies  cases  at  the 
present  time  is  noteworthy  as  it  shows  a remarkable  comparison 
with  domestic  circumstances  after  the  first  great  war,  which  I can 
only  attribute  to  greatly  improved  disinfestation  arrangements  on 
demobilisation  as  compared  with  the  somewhat  haphazard  (delous- 
ing)  disinfestation  carried  out  in  1918-1919.  It  is  early  perhaps  to 
take  this  opinion  without  some  reserve  but  so  far  the  hope  expressed 
in  my  last  Report  that  no  increase  of  scabies  would  take  place  on 
demobilisation  appears  to  be  justified. 

Diphtheria  Swabs. 

The  taking  of  swabs  for  diphtheria  reverted  to  the  local  doctors 
after  the  standing  down  of  Civil  Defence,  in  accordance  with  the 
previous  practice  authorised  by  the  Council  in  October,  1941,  and 
agreed  by  the  Doctors.  I have  had  occasion  to  bring  this  resolution 
to  the  notice  of  general  practitioners. 

During  1945  there  were  56  swabs  taken  by  the  Department  and 
the  general  practitioners  combined. 

Infestation  by  Head  Lice. 

The  Health  Visitors  continue  on  their  visits  and  at  clinics  to 
make  inspections  for  the  prevalence  of  head  lice  and  to  provide 
combs  and  oil  where  necessary.  Conditions  in  the  Council’s  nurseries 
are  so  much  improved  that  inspections  are  now  made  only  once  a 
week.  I consider  this  improvement  is  due  primarily  to  the  M.  & 
C.W.  Committee’s  resolution  to  exclude  children  from  the  nurseries 
wfiose  parents  had  in  the  past  neglected  this  matter. 
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Water  Supply. 

Regarding  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  of  Bebington  upon 
which  I have  been  instructed  to  report  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
I have  collaborated  with  C.  Hardman,  Esq.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  F.G.S. 
Engineer  to  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  and  we  are  in  mutual 
agreement  with  the  following  report : — 

“ The  water  is  supplied  by  t.he  West  Cheshire  Water  Board 
from  three  sources,  i.e.,  Prenton,  Hooton  and  Mouldsworth,  and  is 
obtained  by  pumping  from  deep  wells,  bores  and  adits  through 
the  installation  of  steam  and  electrically-driven  machinery.  The 
water  contains  much  lime  and  the  following  remarks  are  identical 
with  those  contained  in  my  report  for  1944,  as,  so  far,  the  West 
Cheshire  Water  Board  has  not  been  able  to  revert  to  its  pre-war 
softening  standards;  in  the  case  of  Prenton  to  13.5  p.p.  100,000 
before  it  is  distributed,  but  owing  to  present  conditions,  softening 
operations  are  suspended  pro-tem  and  sterilisation  by  ehloramination 
is  carried  out.  In  Hooton  the  water  is  filtered  bv  Candv  pressure 
process  for  the  removal  of  a slight  trace  of  iron,  and  is  then  softened 
to  13.5  p.p.  100,000  by  a base  exchange  softening  process  followed 
by  simple  chlorination.  In  Mouldsworth  in  normal  times  the  water 
is  softened  to  about  13.5  p.p.  100,000  but  owing  to  present  con- 
ditions, softening  operations  are  reduced  pro-tem  and  the  water  s 
softened  from  about  30.5  to  25.5  p.p.  too, 000  followed  by  sterilisa- 
tion by  ehloramination.  The  Board  intend,  however,  to  resume 
full-scale  softening  operations  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  pH  reaction  from  each  source  of  supplv  continue  to  remain 
within  the  limits  on  an  average  of  7 to  7.5  as  against  7 to  7.4  in 
my  last  Report  and  is  non-plumbo  solvent.  The  samples  from  the 
various  sources  are  bright  in  appearance,  most  frequently  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals  with  the  exception 
of  the  supply  from  Mouldsworth  Pumping  Station  which  shows  a 
negligible  trace  of  iron.  All  three  sources  produce  a pure  and 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  the  Public  supply  purposes.” 

Thirty-six  witnessed  and  certified  analyses  were  submitted  by 
the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  to  my  Department  during  the  year 
W45- 

During  the  year  1945  no  independent  analysis  of  water  have 
been  made  by  tin’s  Council  of  samples  provided  by  the  West  Ches- 
hire Water  Board,  but  samples  of  water  for  the  contamination  of  a 
local  stream  were  taken  and  analysed. 
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There  still  remains  the  one  house  in  the  Borough  of  Bebington 
which  is  not  supplied  directly  with  water,  i.e.,  Mr.  K.  Williams, 
George  Croft  Bungalow,  who  obtains  his  supply  of  water  from  Rake 
House  Farm,  in  Bromborough  Rake,  and  there  is  one  house  in 
the  Borough  depending  on  a stand  pipe  supply  and  this  is  owned 
by  the  Council. 

Special  Circumstances. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  the  following  circum- 
stances outside  the  routine  work  of  the  Department  but  concerning 
public  health  call  for  special  comment. 

(a)  Food  Poisoning.  The  Council  will  remember  that  the 
investigation  into  the  cases  of  food  poisoning  by  ortho- 
tricresyl  phosphate  began  towards  the  end  of  1945  and 
carried  over  into  the  first  weeks  of  1946.  The  poisoning 
arose  out  of  the  misuse  of  contaminated  edible  oils  obtained 
from  drums  which  had  previously  been  used  as  paint, 
lacquer  and  varnish  containers.  These  oils  under  proper 
preparation,  refinement,  and  storage  cause  no  harm,  and 
they  are  frequently  used  in  the  fried  fish  and  chip  trade. 
The  oils  however  which  caused  the  poisoning  had  never 
been  intended  to  be  used  as  food  or  in  any  cooking  process, 
but  were  meant  purely  for  manufacturing  purposes,  e.g., 
soap,  etc.  These  oils,  in  a refined  or  unrefined  state, 
coming  in  contact  with  paint  abstract  from  it  the  substance 
'known  as  ortho-tricresvl  phosphate  which  is  a chemical 
used  as  a plasticiser  in  the  manufacture  of  paints  and 
lacquer  and  is  extremely  poisonous  in  minute  quantities. 
The  drums  containing  the  paint  had  been  sent  to  be 
reconditioned  and  they  contained  a small  amount  of  con- 
taminated oil  up  to  “bung high”  level,  and  its  distribution 
was  traced  to  a Bebington  resident.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  he  had  sold  the  oil  (such  sale  would  have  been  illegal) 
and  no  prosecution  was  made. 

The  total  number  of  people  affected  in  Bebington  was 
12  and  outside  Bebington  29. 

There  have  been  reports  from  time  to  time  that  the 
sufferers  from  the  food  poisoning,  which  took  the  form  of 
varying  degrees  of  paralysis,  have  in  some  instances  made 
complete  recovery,  but  several  of  the  Bebington  cases  are 
still  (September,  1946)  in  a most  unhappy  condition, 
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being  unable  to  walk  without  irons  or  similar  aids,  and 
one  sufferer  at  least  is  deprived  of  a livelihood  by  being 
unable  to  obtain  sedentary  employment. 

(b)  Port  Isolation  Hospital.  On  going  to  press  I have 
received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Liver- 
pool Port  Health  Authority  a copy  of  his  Annual  Report 
for  1945.  The  Report  covers  some  of  the  more  outstanding 
statistics  for  the  period  of  1939-1945  and  for  the  informa- 
tion of  my  Council  I quote  the  following : — 

“■Leprosy.  Between  3rd  September,  1939,  and 
the  end  of  1944,  two  cases  of  leprosy  were  admitted  to 
the  Port  Health  Hospital,  New  Ferry.  A further  two 
cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  1945.” 

(c)  Milk  Supplies.  I am  increasingly  concerned  about  the 
question  of  milk  supplies  both  as  regards  the  cows  infected 
by  T.B.  and  in  the  matter  of  souring. 

As  far  as  T.B.  infection  is  concerned,  more  might  be 
done  by  legislation  to  control  the  movement  of  cows 
between  the  time  of  taking  bulk  samples  for  T.B.  tests  and 
receiving  the  analyses  of  such  tests.  An  inevitable  period 
of  six  weeks  elapses,  during  w.hich  time  the  farmer  can 
sell  his  cows  either  for  milk  purposes  or  for  slaughter, 
with  the  result  that  the  discovery  of  tuberculosis  infection 
may  be,  and  frequently  is,  of  no  avail.  In  addition  1 
consider  the  origin  of  cows  taken  to  the  slaughter  house 
and  found  to  be  infected  with  T.B.  should  be  traced,  with 
a view  to  the  respective  farms  concerned  being  notified 
and  dealt  with.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report  on  slaughterhouses  on  page  32  that 
45.2%  of  the  cows  inspected  were  infected  with  T.B.  and 
in  this  connection  I draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  a 
recent  report  on  T.B.  provided  bv  the  Minister  of  Health 
when  it  was  stated  that  30%  of  the  T.B.  glands  and  joint 
cases,  mostly  in  young  children,  were  due  to  bovine 
tubercle.  (See  also  report  on  page  19) . 

As  regards  the  souring  of  milk,  I attribute  this  to 
(i)  its  age  owing  to  its  collection  and  distribution  over 
wider  areas  than  heretofore  ; (ii)  the  pooling  of  morning 
and  evening  supplies  ; and  (iii)  the  house  deliveries  taking 
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place  after  breakfast.  There  must  be  a great  wastage 
when  the  morning  delivery  is  found  to  be  sour  on  the  same 
evening  or  on  the  following  morning  when  it  is  required 
for  breakfast. 

In  my  opinion  efforts  should  be  made  to  revert  to  earty 
morning  deliveries,  and  local  milk  should  be  supplied 
locally  in  so  far  as  it  is  sufficient,  with  deliveries  twice  a 
day.  Members  of  the  Council  will  be  aware  that  Bebing- 
ton  at  present  is  supplied  with  milk  from  localities  as  far 
distant  as  North  Wales,  which  entails  milk  churns  stand- 
ing about  in  the  sun  waiting  for  collection  and  being 
subject  to  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  delay  in  the  transport 
lorries  on  the  road.  It  seems  a poor  reflection  on  what 
purports  to  be  the  improved  organisation  of  milk  distribu- 
tion during  the  past  few  years,  if  one  cannot  rely  upon 
the  freshness  of  milk  on  the  day  on  which  it  is  purchased. 

On  going  to  press  I regret  to  say  that  I know  of  no 
further  progress  in  the  mooted  scheme  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a local  pasteurising  plant  controlled  by  the  local 
milk  producers  and  distributors. 

(d)  Maternity  Home.  In  reverting  to  the  question  of  the 
facilities  afforded  by  the  Council  to  expectant  mothers  in 
the  Borough,  I desire  to  emphasize  that  in  my  opinion  the 
increasing  tendency,  where  possible,  for  births  to  take 
place  in  nursing  homes  warrants  the  Council’s  further 
consideration  of  the  provision  of  their  own  municipal 
maternity  home,  at  rates  of  maintenance  which  would  make 
it  available  to  that  group  of  the  population  unable  to  afford 
the  fees  of  the  private  and  works  maternity  homes.  I do 
think  that  such  facilities  should  be  afforded  to  persons  who 
cannot  afford  more  than  three  or  four  guineas  a week,  and 
when  one  remembers  that  we  are  permitted  in  certain  cases 
to  provide  “ home  help  ” free  of  all  charge,  I think  that 
certain  cases  should  be  admitted  to  a maternity  home  for 
no  payment  at  all.  It  is  relevant  here  to  state  that  of  the 
214  births  which  took  place  in  the  home  during  1945  my 
Health  Visiting  staff  assure  me  that  46  of  the  homes  were 
unfit  and  undesirable  as  birth  places  of  infants,  but  that 
lacking  accommodation  such  as  I have  defined,  no  alter- 
native arrangements  could  be  made. 
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The  home  as  I envisage  it  would  provide  25  beds  ; a 3 
bedded  ward  (the  statutory  number)  for  premature  babies  ; 
a ward  for  sick  children  suffering  from  minor  ailments 
which  cannot  reasonably  be  treated  at  home;  and  a wing 
for  the  children  of  expectant  mothers  for  whom  accommo- 
dation with  relatives  or  elsewhere  cannot  be  arranged. 
This  children’s  home  would  be  organised  on  the  lines  of 
the  cottage  homes  which  are  run  by  other  local  authorities  ; 
for  example,  a suitable  domesticated  couple  (husband  and 
wife)  provided  with  the  necessary  domestic  assistance,  Tn 
this  last  connection  I must  stress  my  concern  at  the 
frequent  demands  which  are  made  for  such  accommodation 
in  the  Borough.  No  small  part  of  the  apprehension  strain 
suffered  by  the  expectant  mother  on  entering  hospital  is 
due  to  her  anxiety  as  to  what  will  happen  to  her  other 
young  children  while  she  is  away,  and  if  it  were  possible  I 
should  like  to  see  some  such  accommodation  provided  at 
once.  Of  course  such  a demand  frequently  arises  in  the 
case  of  mothers  having  to  enter  hospital  for  other  emer- 
gency reasons,  and  I would  like  to  suggest  that  pending 
the  provision  of  the  maternity  home,  or  even  in  the  event 
of  no  such  provision,  the  Council  should  build'  an  annexe 
to  the  present  Health  Centre  to  provide  for,  say,  12  cots 
for  children  under  five  left  in  the  temporary  circumstances 
I have  described.  The  accommodation  and  superintendence 
need  be  only  of  the  simplest  form  as  the  children  would 
attend  the  New  Ferry  Nursery  during  the  day  and  it  could 
be  a stipulation  that  they  should  be  cared  for  in  their  own 
homes  during  weekends. 

In  conclusion  I consider  that  1945  was  a most  interesting  year 
in  the  Public  Health  activities  of  the  Borough,  and  I must  express 
my  appreciation  to  the  Chairmen  of  my  respective  Committees  and 
to  those  members  of  the  Council  who  afforded  me  their  help  in 
carrying  out  my  various  duties.  I also  thank  especialF'  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  continued  loyal  support 
and,  not  least,  the  members  of  the  Civil  Defence  who  contributed 
a considerable  amount  of  voluntary  work  to  the  Department  before 
being  disbanded  in  July,  1945. 

I am,  Your  Worship,  Aldermen,  Councillors,  Dadies 
and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  O.  MACDONALD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Heaith  : D.  O.  Macdonald, M.B.,Ch.B.,D.P.H  , 

R.C.P.S.  (Edin.),  R.F.P.S.  (Edin.  & Glas 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  E.  V.  CrappER. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

E.  M.  Dutton. 

A.  Davdison  (Released  from  ELM. Forces  on  Aug. 19th, 1945) . 
W.  H.  Thompson. 

C.  Stead  (temporal). 

One  van  driver. 

One  drain  tester. 

One  disinfector  (part  time) . 

Clerical  Staff. 

Managing  Clerk:  G.  Halliwell  (with  H.M.  Forces — Missing). 
Acting  Managing  Clerk  : Mrs.  D.  E.  Murdock  (nee  HoskER)  . 
Four  Shorthand  Typists.  One  Telephonist. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Staff. 

Senior  Health  Visitor  and  Child  Life  Protection  Officer : 

Mrs.  V.  R.  Blades  (nee  Ellertngton)  . 

Three  Assistant  Health  Visitors  : Miss  Fawcett. 

Miss  MlLVENAN. 

Miss  Nicholson. 

One  Shorthand  Typist.  One  Junior  Clerk  (Vitamins,  etc.) 

Dr.  G.  Foster  and  Dr.  Pilling  (and  after  September,  Dr. 
Friedman  in  place  of  Dr.  Pilling)  deputised  in  the  absence  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Consultants. 

Orthopredie  Surgeon  : Joseph  GilLET,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Gynaecologist:  Morris  Datnow,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.) 

Aural  Surgeon:  Philip  Garson,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  D.L.O. 
Opthalmic  Surgeon  : Ernest  Allan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.) 
Pathologist:  J.  Morrison  Ritchie,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Glas.) , (Birkenhead  Municpial  Laboratory) . 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  12,244 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (end  of  1945)  42,390 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945)  12,596 


Rateable  Value  (end  of  1945)  

. ...  ^366,486 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ... 



• ^1,450 

Births. 

Number  of  Registered  Live  Births  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  417 

311  •• 

. 728 

Illegitimate  28 

32  .. 

60 

Total  445 

343  •• 

. 788 

Number  of  Still  Births  : — 

Legitimate  15 

6 .. 

21 

Illegitimate  1 

1 .. 

2 

Total  16  ... 

Total  Number  of  Births  (Live  and  Still) 
Male.  Female. 

461  ...  350 

7 •• 

Total. 

8ll 

• 23 

Deaths. 

Male.  Female. 

226  ...  193 

Total. 

419 

Deaths  from  : — ■ 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

...  ... 

I 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  



2 

Premature  Birth  

...  ... 

...  12 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

...  ... 

— 

Measles  

I 

Whooping  Cough  ...■  ... 

...  ... 

I 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...-  

...  ... 

— 

Diphtheria  



— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...■  

...  ... 

...  2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

• . ... 

...  4 

Cancer  

...  . . t 

•••■  75 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

...  ... 

...  4 

Suicide  

...  ... 

2 

All  other  Violent  Causes  



...  13 

Deaths  (under  1 year) 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 

Total 


Male. 

19 

3 


Female. 

13  • 

4 • 
17  • 


Total. 

32 

7 

39 


oo 
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Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates,  1945. 

148  Smaller. 

England  126  C.B.  & Towns  (Pop. 
Bebington.  and  Gt.  Towns  25-50,000 

Wales,  (inc. London) . 1931  Census). 

Births  (per  1,000  civilian  pop.)  : — 


Live  Births 

HH 

00 

16.1  ... 

19. 1 ... 

19.2 

Stillbirths  

0.54  ... 

0.46  ... 

0.58  ... 

o-53 

Deaths  (per  1,000  civilian  pop.) 

: — 

All  Causes  

10.02  ... 

11.4  ... 

i3-5  ••• 

12.3 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

O.OI 

Diphtheria  

0.00  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.02 

Influenza 

0.00  ... 

0.08  ... 

0.07  ... 

0.07 

Per  1,000  live  births : 

— 

Under  1 year  of  age 

49.00  ... 

46.0  ... 

54.0  ... 

43-o 

From  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age 

4.8  ... 

5.6  ... 

7.8  ... 

4-5 

Per  1,000  total  births 

: — 

Maternal  Mortality 

Abortion  with  Sepsis  ... 

1.2 

0.25 

— 



Abortion  without  Sepsis 

— 

0.08 

Figures  not 

Puerperal  Infection 

2.4  ... 

0.24 

communicated. 

Others  

— ... 

1.22 

Total 

3.6  ... 

1.79 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  (Bebington). 

All  infants  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births 49.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Total  Live  Legitimate  Births  43.0 


Comparative  Rates. 


Bebington 

Bebington 

England  and 

1944. 

1945- 

Wales,  1945. 

Per  1,000  Population  : — 

Birth  Rate — Live  Births  ... 

...  20.41  . 

..  18.3 

16. 1 

Death  Rate .■ 

...  IO.34  • 

..  9-8  ■ 

..  11.4 

Per  1,000  Births  : — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

...  42.OO  . 

..  49.0  . 

..  46.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

3.36  ., 

..  3.6 

1.22 

1 6 


Causes  of  Death. 

Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  n£  Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

2 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

14 

2 

16 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

— 

6 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

— 

i 

1* 

13m 

.Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (male)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

13f. 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (females)  ... 

— 

6 

6 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

4 

12 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

7 

7 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

27 

23 

50 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

13 

17 

30 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

60 

54 

114 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

8 

9 

21. 

Bronchitis 

14 

7 

21 

22. 

Pneumonia 

5 

.10 

15 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

5 

3 

8 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

2 

2 

4 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

I 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis 

6 

5 

11 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ... 

— 

2 

2 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

i 

i 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

6 

6 

12 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury,  Infantile 

Disease 

9 

3 

12 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

35. 

Other  Violent  Cuases 

9 

4 

13 

36. 

All  other  Causes 

25 

19 

44 

Total  ... 

226 

193 

419 

*This  is  a case  which  occurred  outside  the  Borough  and  is  attributed  in  error 
to  Bebington. 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality. 

(Under  One  Year). 

Rate  per  1,000  Births. 


1922 

04.0 

1934  

...  48.0 

1923  ... 

47-2 

1935  

...  62.8 

1924  ... 

43-9 

1936  

...  50.0 

1925  ... 

62.0 

1937  

...  49.0 

1926 

68.0 

1938  

...  40.0 

1927  ... 

36-0 

1939  

...  43-53 

1928  ... 

45-o 

1940  

...  67.2 

1929  ... 

54-o 

i94i  

...  52.6 

1930  ... 

74-o 

1942  

...  28.07 

1931  ... 

45-o 

1943  

...  62.83 

1932  ... 

55-o 

1944  

...  42.00 

1933  ... 

61.0 

1945  

...  49.00 

(England  and 

Wales,  1945 — 46.00). 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  during  the  twelve  months 

1945  was  39. 

Of  the  39,  2 

3 were  neo-natal  deaths. 

These  were 

distributed  as  follows  : — 

Neo=NataI  Deaths.  (Under  One  Month) 


Gastro  Enteritis  i 

Prematurity  12 

Intercranial  Haemorrhage  Birth  Injury  ...  1 

Inhalation  of  Liquor  at  Birth  .-  ...  1 

Inanition  r 

Atelextasis  of  Lung  1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  ...•  2 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus 1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage— Birth  Trauma  ...  2 

Exhaustion  following  protracted  labour  ...  1 
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The  other  16  deaths  were  caused  as  follows  : — *— 

Asphyxia  through  smothering  by  bed- 
clothes   1 

Bronchopneumonia  ...  5 

T.B.  Meningitis  1 

Marasmus  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  6 

Regurgitation  of  stomach  contents  into 
trachaea  ...;  2 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  1945. 

(a)  Total  cases. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Total  Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

193 

142 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

21 1 

21 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

17 

17 

2 

Pneumonia — Acute  Primary 

17* 

6 

15 

,,  Acute  Influenzal 

9 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

3 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4§ 

4 

— 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  ... 

2 § 

2 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

11 

9 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

314 

8 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

56 

2 

1 

Total 

654 

221 

21 

fOf  these  21  cases,  1 occurred  in  the  County  General  Hospital  and  be- 
longed to  an  area  outside  the  Bebington  Borough. 

♦Two  nursed  at  home  under  the  Council's  Domiciliary  Nursing  Scheme. 
§See  Introduction,  p.  7. 

(b)  Ward  Distribution. 


Disease 

Hr.  Bebington 

Woodhey 

Bebington 

New  Ferry 

Park 

Sunlight 

N.  Bromborough 

S.  Bromborough 

Eastham 

Poulton 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

37 

13 

13 

28 

14 

12 

18 

21 

11 

193 

Diphtheria 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

9 

17 

Pneumonia 

2 

7 

6 

2 

2 

2 

— 

4 

1 

— 

26 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

5 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Acute 

— 

4 

4 

Polio-encephalitis 

Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

3 





— 

1 

— 

7 

11 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

6 

16 

42 

48 

46 

25 

24 

31 

25 

51 

314 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

10 

4 

10 

5 

13 

6 

1 

— 

6 

56 

Totals 

36 

80 

68 

83 

89 

57 

42 

58 

52 

89 

654 
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Tuberculosis. 


(a)  New  Cases  and  Mortality  notified  during  1945  : 


Age  Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respi 

ratory 

N( 

Respi 

Dn- 

ratory 

Respi 

ratory 

N( 

Respi 

)n- 

ratory 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15  

8 

7 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

25  

4 

9 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

35  

8 

3 

— 

— 

7 

4 

— 

— 

45  

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55  

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Age  not  known  ... 

Total 

36 

20 

2 

2 

17 

7 

2 

3 

56  4 24  5 


60  29 


(b)  Total  live  register  June,  1946: 

In  Sanatoria  , ...  37 

Discharged  from  Sanatoria  but  not  removed  from  Register  184 
Home  treatment  or  to  be  admitted  to  Sanatoria  136 


357 


Of  the  above  total  273  of  t,he  cases  are  affected  lungs  and  S4 
are  affected  glands  and  joints. 

(c)  Comparative  Report : 

In  a report  for  the  year  ending  March,  1946,  which  was 
submitted  to  the  Council’s  Health  Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  statistics  supplied  to  him  by  Boroughs  of  approximate 
populations  with  that  of  Bebington,  showed  that  Bebington  had  the 
second  highest  number  of  live  T.B.  cases  of  the  eight  Boroughs 
concerned  ; the  highest  being  that  of  Scunthorpe  and  the  lowest  that 
of  Batley.  The  remaining  five  Boroughs  were  Altrincham,  Accring- 
ton, Crosby,  Gravesend,  and  Macclesfield. 
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MATERNITY  and  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  summary  is  based  upon  information  and  figures 
supplied  by  Mrs.  V.  R.  Blades,  Senior  Health  Visitor: — 

(1)  CLINICS. 

(a)  Maternity  Clinics. 

Consultant  Obstetrician — Mr.  M.  Datnow. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic : 

Sessions  held  (Mondays  and  Fridays)  ...  82. 

Number  of  New  Cases  Examined 344 

Re-examinations .•  1461 

Total  Attendances  1805 


Average  Attendances  Per  Session  ...  22.1 

42.9%  of  total  Births  in  the  Borough  attended  the  Ante- 
Naal  Clinic,  as  compared  with  1944,  when  88%  attended. 
Post  Natal  Clinic  : 

Sessions  held  ...  12 

Number  of  New  Cases  Examined  152 

Re-examinations 12 


Total  Attendances  164 


Referred  to  Hospital 4 

Referred  to  Own  Doctor  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  and  Toddlers’  Clinics. 

Conducted  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Dr.  D.  O.  MacDonald). 

Total  Number  of  Children  attending  Centres  ...  1360 

1360  children  have  made  12,873  attendances  during  the 
year  at  all  Centres,  and  mothers  have  made  attendances 
totalling  12,577  a grand  total  of  25,450. 

575  children  under  one  year  and  48  over  one  year  attended 
for  t,he  first  time  in  1945,  and  737  children  continued  their 
attendances— a total  of  1,360  children. 

Attendances  for  the  Year. 

Thornton 

New  Ferry.  Bromborougli.  Hr.Bebington.  Hough.  Total. 
Sessions  ...  98  ...•  49  ...  48  ....  4 ...  199 

Attendances  : 

Children  under 

1 Year  ...  4,444  ...  2,139  •••  2,511  ...  36  ...  9,130 

Children  1-5  1,901  ...  579  ...  1,121  ...  42  ...  3,643 

Mothers  ...  5,404  ...  2,591  ...  4,515  ...  67  ..,  12,577 

Total  Attendances — Children  and  Mothers  ...  25,350 
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Medical  Consultations  at  Infant  Clinics  : 

Attendances  of  Mothers  with  Infants  under  i year  499 

Attendances  of  Mothers  with  Children  1-5  years  319 

818 


From  these  consultations  : — 


25 

16 

22 

23 

20 

16 

13 

60 


Children  were  advised  Hospital  treatment. 

,,  ,,  ,,  to  attend  own  Doctor. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 
Eye  Clinic. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

District  Nurse  for  treatment. 
Dentist. 

referred  for  special  visits  from  Health  Visitors. 


9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 

9 ) 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

99 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

Routine  Inspections  at  Infant  Clinics  (Birthday  Examinations)  : 

Children  1-2  years 20 

,,  2-5  years 24 

(c)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 


Surgeon  : Mr.  Philip  Garson 


Total  sessions 

11 

Total  attendances  

...  84 

Number  of  new  c^«es  seen  ...- 

...  46 

Number  of  re-exatninations  ... 

• ••  38 

8 cases  referred  for  operation . 

6 

,,  ,,  ,,  School  Clinic. 

28 

,,  discharged. 

(d)  Eye  Clinic. 

Surgeon  : Mr.  Ernest  Allan,  succeeded  in  October 
by  Mr.  Dunlop  Hamilton. 

Toal  number  of  sessions  12 

Total  attendances  184 

Number  of  new  cases  seen  39 

Number  of  re-examinations  145 

11  cases  referred  for  spectacles. 

8 eases  referred  to  school  for  further  treatment  (reaching 
5 years  of  age) . 

1 case  left  district. 
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(e)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


Surgeon:  Mr.  J.  A.  Gillet. 


23  sessions  were  held,  at  which  120  new  cases  were  seen, 
and  445  re-examinations  were  made  (an  average  of  24.5 
cases  per  session) . 

These  figures  are  analysed  as  follows  : — 


New  Cases : 


Under  Of  Over 

School  Age.  School  Age.  School  Age. 


Non-Tuberculous  81  ...  39  ...  — • 

Tuberculous  — ...  — ...  — 

Re-examinations : 

Non-Tuberculous  204  ...  231  ...  — * 

Tuberculous  ...  — ...  9 ...  1 

The  Table  opposite  shows  all  cases  on  Register  grouped  into 
disease  and  age  categories.  The  number  of  cases  discharged  and 
the  reasons  for  discharge  are  also  shown. 


(f)  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic. 


Surgeon  : Mr.  J.  A.  Gillet. 


Visits  by  Surgeon  ...  , ...  23 

Attendances  by  Orthopaedic  Sister  23 

Attendances  by  Masseuse  109 


Non-Tuberculous. 

Tuberculous. 

Under 

Of 

Over 

Under 

Of 

Over. 

school 

school 

school 

school 

school 

school 

age. 

age. 

age. 

age. 

age. 

age. 

New  Cases : 

Surgeon 

...  8l 

•••  39 

. . . — 

...  — 

. . . — 

. . 

Masseuse 

00 

w 

...  47 

....  — 

...  • — 

. . , — . 

..  

Attendances : 

Surgeon 

...204 

...23I 

...  — 

...  — 

...  9 . 

..-  I 

Masseuse 

...154 

...617 

...  — 

...  — 

...  — - 

..  — 

Discharges — (See  Table). 


Orthopaedic  Table. 
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(2)  HEALTH  VISITING. 

A change  in  the  Health  Visiting  staff  was  the  replacement  by 
Miss  Milvenan  of  Miss  Search  who  resigned  in  January  to  take  up 
work  in  another  area,  and  the  appointment  of  Miss  Whittaker  as 
an  additional  Health  Visitor.  During  the  'absence  of  Health 
Visitors  on  sick  leave  the  services  of  Mrs.  Davies  and  Mrs.  Bushell 
were  employed  as  temporary  Health  Visitors. 

Visits  Paid  (Staff) . 

To  expectant  mothers  (first  visits  91)  137 

To  Infant  under  1 year  (first  visits  798)  2320 

To  Children  between  1-5  years  ....  3031 

To  Children  under  the  Infant  Life  Protection  Act 6 

To  Measles  cases  (Health  Visitor)  28 

To  Whooping  Cough  cases  (Health  Visitor)  35 

To  Diphtheria  Immunisation  visits  to  children  under  5 years  746 
To  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  visits  to  children  under 

5 years 175 

To  Medical  defect  cases  (orthopaedic,  ear,  nose  and  throat 

eye,  dentist)  108 

'To  Post-Natal  cases 650 

To  S.S.  and  A.  Association  33 

To  Hostels  with  evacuees  90 

To  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  .. . 6 

Special  visits  including  non-access,  wartime  nurseries  and 

unaccompanied  evacuees ...  1503 

Attendances  at  Clinics  1026 

Supervisory  visits  (Senior  Health  Visitor)  ...  1141 

Lectures  to  Nursery  Nurses  15 


Total  Visits  ...  11050 


Visits  paid  by  special  Measles  Nurse: 

Visits  to  Measles  329 

Visits  to  Whooping  Cough  ...•  50 

Visits  to  Measles  and  Mumps  2 

Visits  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  ...  1 

Visits  to  Pneumonia  (after  Measles)  ...  4 

Visits  with  non-access 16 


403 
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(3)  ANALYSIS  OF  BOROUGH  BIRTHS. 


The  total  number  of  notified  births  for  the  Borough  after 
deducting  the  473  transferable  births  was  77S.  Of  these  23  were 


stillborn.  The  births  occurred  in  the  Borough  Wards  as  below  : — 

Park  

...  70 

New  Ferry  

...  115 

Port  Suulight 

•••  93 

Bebington  

60 

Higher  Bebington  ...•  

...  81 

Woodhey  

...  90 

Poulton  

...  51 

North  Bromborough  

•••  75 

South  Bromborough 

70 

Eastham  

•••  73 

778 

Males  (Stillborn  16)  

•••  439 

Females  (Stillborn  7)  .., 

•••  339 

Where  Births  occurred  : — 

At  Home  attended  by  Midwives  and  Doctors  ... 

214 

In  Clatterbridge  Maternity  Hospital 

267 

In  Hospital  or  Homes  in  Birkenhead 

85 

Liverpool  Homes  or  Hospitals  ... 

10 

Heswall  Nursing  Homes  



8 

West  Kirby  Nursing  Home 



8 

Chester  Nursing  Homes  

3 

Heathfield  Maternity  Home 



182 

Wigan  Home  or  Hospital  



1 

77  8 

72.3%  of  births  took  place  in  Maternity  Homes  or 

Hospitals. 

A great  increase  of  births  took  place  in  Heathfield  Maternity 
Home,  attended  for  ante-natal  care  by  the  mothers’  own  Doctors 
or  by  the  Heathfield  ante-natal  clinic.  Fewer  births  took  place  in 
Clatterbridge  where  only  abnormal  cases  or  cases  with  difficult 
home  circumstances  were  admitted. 
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(4)  GOVERNMENT  ISSUE  OF  VITAMINS. 

(Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices). 

Distribution  of  the  above  during  1945  to  children  under  five 
years  and  to  expectant  mothers  at  the  New  Ferry  Health  Centre 
and  Branch  Centres  was  as  follows  : — 

Capsules 


New  Ferry 

Cod  Liver 
Oil. 

...  Paid  1 1 18  . 

Orange 
Juice. 
..-  13409 

(Expectant 
Mothers) . 

287 

. . . 

...  Free 

7 • 

..  46 

...  ■ — 

Bromborough  . . . 

...  Paid 

95o  • 

••  7564 

123 

. . . 

...  Free 

7 • 

37 

...  — 

Hr.  Bebington  ... 

...  Paid 

664 

532i 

92 

...  Free 

14  . 

66 

2 

(5)  HOME  HELP  SERVICES. 

During  1945,  24  cases  were  attended  for  confinements,  having 
booked  in  advance ; three  emergency  cases  were  attended  owing  to 
sickness  of  mothers  with  young  babies,  and  one  ease  of  a mother 
who  entered  hospital  for  a major  operation,  leaving  at  home  two 
children  under  5 years.  At  the  time  of  publication  an  investigation 
in  collaboration  with  the  medical  practitioners  is  being  made  at  the 
request  of  the  Ministry,  with  a view  to  developing  this  service  to 
the  domestic  needs  of  sick  people  in  their  homes. 

(6)  SPECIAL  CASES  SENT  INTO  HOMES  AND 

HOSPITALS. 

One  child  was  sent  to  Leasowe  Hospital  in  October,  1944,  and 
remained  at  the  end  of  1945.  He  was  said  to  be  progressing 
favourably.  One  child  was  sent  into  the  West  Kirby  Convalescent 
Home  in  January  and  was  discharged  as  fit  after  six  months;  he 
now  attends  infant  clinics. 

(7)  INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  1945,  6S  children  up  to  the  age  of  9 years 
were  under  the  care  of  (1)  a Preparatory  school;  (2)  a Children’s 
Home;  and  (3)  an  Orphanage  in  the  Borough,  and  were  visited 
at  intervals  bv  tfie  Senior  Health  Visitor  as  Infant  Life  Protection 
Officer.  In  addition  two  children  were  placed  in  private  dwelling 
houses  with  foster  mothers,  and  during  the  year  were  found  to  be 
well-placed  and  very  happy. 
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(8)  IMMUNISATION. 

(a)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  of  children  from  one 
year  of  age  was  undertaken  on  clinic  days  at  all  the  Centres 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Children  under  5 years  completely  immunised  in  1945  ...  488 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  partly  immunised  in  1945  ...  93 

Children  over  5 years  completely  immunised  in  1945  ...  11 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  partly  immunised  in  1945  ...  16 

,,  ,,  „ ,,  reinforcing  dose 54 

,,  ,,  14  „ completely  immunised  6 

505 


Attendances  under  5 years  ...  1084 

,,  over  5 years  ...  92 

1176 


(b)  WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION  of  children 
was  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  began 
at  the  clinics  in  October. 

Children  under  5 years  completely  immunised  in  1945  ...  216 

,,  ,,  ,,  partly  immunised  in  1945  ....  59 

Attendances  of  children  under  5 years  491 


(9)  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Under  the  scheme  arranged  by  the  Council,  13  children  received 
treatment  during  1945. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Mr.  k.  V.  Crapper,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  responsible 
for  the  following  reports  on  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  this  area 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


NOTICES 

SERVED 

INSPEC- 

TIONS 

MADE 

Number  of  and  Nature  of 
Inspections  made 

Total  for  1945 

Informals 

- 

Statutory 

Outstanding 
from  1944 

Complied  with 

Outstanding 

Legal 

Proceedings 

Total  for  1944 

Total  for  1943 

Dvvellinghouses  Inspected 

875 

859 

— 

542 

775 

626 

— 

848 

691 

Do.  Re-inspected 

2735 

— 

195 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1997 

1499 

Overcrowding 

224 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

83 

75 

Offices 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

24 

8 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Courts,  Passages  ... 

88 

2 

— 

8 

8 

2 

— 

58 

10 

House  Drainage 

799 

79 

10 

9 

85 

3 

1 

531 

548 

Privy  Middens 

1605 

455 

46 

110 

373 

192 

— 

919 

831 

Cesspools  ... 

56 

3 

2 

4 

5 

2 

1 

39 

23 

Ditches,  Watercourses 

15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

47 

14 

Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

133 

7 

7 

8 

. 10 

i 

— 

65 

69 

Keeping  of  Animals 

19 

— 

— 

2 

2 

5 

— 

19 

18 

Slaughterhouses 

663 

— 

— 

2 

i 

— 

— 

633 

420 

Butchers'  Shops  ... 

135 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

42 

72 

Grocers 

79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

53 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Other  Food  Premises 

125 

4 

— 

13 

16 

— 

— 

147 

219 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

6 

Piggeries 

31 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

9 

Dairies 

131 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

98 

79 

Cowsheds  ... 

224 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

251 

248 

Factories 

74 

6 

1 

1 

6 

— 

— 

1 1 

9 

Workplaces... 

17 

— 

— 

5 

— 

i 

— 

38 

30 

Bakehouses... 

45 

4 

— 

— 

4 

5 

— 

8 

6 

Smoke  Observations 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Public  Schools 

12 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

7 

10 

Private  Schools 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Places  of  Entertainment  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

27 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

30 

9 

Licensed  Premises... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Infectious  Diseases  Inquiries 

348 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

322 

568 

Do.  Revisit 

241 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

221 

268 

Verminous  Premises 

189 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

224 

266 

Miscellaneous 

355 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

211 

287 

Appointments  outside  Office 

369 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

202 

165 

Sediment  Tests 

25 

Camps,  Billets,  etc. 

2 

Totals  ... 

9718 

1435 

261 

710 

1305 

842 

12 

6927 

6520 
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Housing  Act,  1936. 


The  following  figures  relate  to  work.  carried  out  during  1945  : — 

147  Visits  have  been  paid  to  inspect  rent  books,  to  enquire  into 
cases  of  overcrowding,  etc. 

1 “ Review  ” visit  has  been  made. 

4 Offences  were  committed  by  the  failure  to  insert  in  rent 
books  the  “ permitted  number,”  etc. 

4 Warning  letters  sent. 

3 Offences  were  committed  by  the  failure  to  insert  in  rent 
books  the  name  and  address  of  the  M.O.H. 

3 Warning  letters  sent. 

2 Offences  were  committed  by  the  failure  to  insert  in  rent 

books  information  relating  to  persons  responsible  for 
keeping  houses  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 


1 Offence  was  committed  by  failure  to  insert  in  rent  book 
statement  showing  standard  rent  and  permitted  increase. 
1 'Warning  letter  sent. 

27  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated. 

32  New  cases  of  overcrowding. 

With  reference  to  the  27  overcrowded  families  abated,  and 
involving  184  people,  the  overcrowding  ceased  by  the  following 
means  : — 


Housing  Repairs. 

Difficulties  were  experienced,  as  in  previous  years, in  remedying 
defects  in  houses  and  nuisances,  owing  to  labour  shortage  and 
shortage  of  materials.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that,  as  a lower 
standard  has  had  to  be  accepted  for  a period  of  six  years,  many 
houses  are  falling  into  a state  of  disrepair  and  an  increased  amount 


2 Warning  letters  sent. 


Reduction  by  death 

,,  ,,  marriage 

Rehoused  by  private  landlord 
,,  ,,  Corporation 


4 

5 

14 

4 


Total  ...  27 
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of  attention  will  have  to  be  given  to  housing  inspections,  and  as 
soon  as  conditions  have  improved  and  an  adequate  staff  is  available 
house  to  house  visits  should  lie  resumed  in  certain  areas. 


T.he  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  surveyed  the  area  and  a 
schedule  of  property  suitable  for  inspection,  not  only  for  repair  but 
demolition,  has  been  prepared.  Detailed  inspections  will  take  up  a 
large  amount  of  your  officials’  time  and.  could  not  be  carried  out 
with  the  present  staff  without  interfering  with  other  important 
duties . 


It  was  necessary  to  prosecute  owners  on  twelve  occasions  and 
it  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  these  instances  the  owners  prosecuted 
were  those  who  .have  persistently  given  trouble  to  the  Sanitary 
Department,  and  we  were  satisfied  that  difficulties  of  labour  and 
material  were  not  the  reason  for  non-compliance  with  notices. 


Licensed  Premises. 

Several  notices  were  served  for  defective  sanitary  conveniences. 
They  were  all  complied  with.  Two  premises  are  still  without  proper 
toilet  accommodation  for  females.  The  use  of  cracked  and  chipped 
glasses  is  far  too  frequent  and  methods  of  cleansing  glasses  should 
be  dealt  with  by  legislation. 


Places  of  Entertainment. 

These  are  periodically  inspected  with  a view  to  maintenance  of 
sanitary  conveniences  in  a clean  condition  and  good  repair,  and  to 
the  ventilation  being  adequate.  One  notice  was  served  and  complied 
with. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

One  application  was  received  from  a tenant  for  a certificate 
under  the  Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions) 
Act,  and  a certificate  was  granted.  At  the  end  of  the  year  this  was 
still  in  force. 


Work  Carried  Out  in  Default, 

13  Sanitary  dust  bins  were  supplied  in  default  and  the  owners 
charged  with  the  cost. 


House  Drainage. 

51  Smoke  tests  were  applied  to  house  drains. 

4 of  these  were  to  new  buildings  or  additions  to  existing 
buildings. 

47  of  these  were  at  existing  buildings. 

59  house  drains  were  cleared  by  plunging  or  rodding  to  the  end 
of  May,  1945.  Up  to  this  date  the  work  was  carried  out  free  of 
charge,  but  a Committee  instruction  resulted  in  charges  being 
made,  and  the  result  of  this  change  should  be  reported.  When  this 
work  is  carried  out  by  the  department  the  average  time  between 
the  receipt  of  complaint  and  clearance  of  drains  is  2 hours.  An 
analysis  of  the  time  taken  in  serving  notices  upon  owners  or 
occupiers  shows  that,  on  an  average,  there  is  a period  of  4 da}'s 
between  the  time  of  complaint  and  clearance  of  drain.  This  is  an 
important  public  health  factor. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  this  work  only  refers  to  t.hose  jobs 
limited  to  plunging  or  rodding  which  normalU  take  ten  minutes 
per  house.  Where  the  ground  has  to  be  opened  or  repairs  effected 
notice  has  always  been  served  upon  the  owner  or  occupier.  It  is  felt 
that  a resumption  of  the  procedure  of  plunging  or  rodding  free  of 
charge  would  be  in  the  public  healtff  interest. 

Disinfestation. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  verminous  premises  : — 

Rooms  treated  : — 

Council  houses  (involving  5 houses  owned 

by  the  Bebington  Council)  ..•  12 

Private  houses  157 

Beds  disinfected  , .-  ...  141 

24  premises  were  found  to  be  infesed  with  bed  bugs. 

31  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  cockroaches. 

11  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  ants. 

36  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  miscellaneous 
vermin  (furniture  beetles,  woodlice,  etc.) 


Disinfection. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

28  Rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. 

612  Reds  ,,  ,,  t)  >j 

5512  Other  articles  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. 

22  Beds  destroyed  ,,  ,,  ,, 

14  Other  articles  destroyed  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Cleansing. 

Nine  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a filthy  or  unwholesome 
condition,  but  many  more  were  unsatisfactory,  and  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  has  deteriorated.  Whilst  it  is  necessary  to  serve 
informal  and  statutory  notices,  it  will  be  difficult  to  deal  adequately 
with  this  problem. 


Methods  of  Disinfestation. 

All  premises  infested  with  vermin  are  visited  bv  a Sanitary 
Inspector,  who,  after  inspection  decides  upon  the  methods  of  disin- 
festation. Bed  bugs  are  usually  dealt  with  by  spraying  with 
Zaldecide  and  steam  disinfestation  of  the  bedding.  Tenants  are 
advised  to  place  the  posts  of  their  beds  in  tins  (old  boot  polish  tins, 
etc.) , filled  with  paradin.  Owners  are  invited  to  co-operate  with  the 
Sanitary  Department  and  the  tenant,  by  filling  in  cracks  in  wall 
plaster,  removing  and/or  refitting  woodwork. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

and 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Number  killed  

Ante-mortem  inspection  in- 

3366 

1679 

3M9 

20320 

405 

28919 

cluding  supervision  of 
humane  slaughter  

3366 

1679 

3i49 

20320 

405 

28919 

Notice  of  slaughter  received 

3366 

1679 

3149 

20320 

405 

2S919 

Emergency  notifications 

3 

6 

5 

13 

0 

29 

Post-mortem  inspection 

3366 

1679 

3149 

20320 

405 

28919 

All  Diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned.. 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

I 

7 

5 

— 

*3 

or  organ  was  condemned... 
Percentage  of  the  number 

847 

225 

12 

943 

9 

2038 

inspected  affected  

25-16 

13.46 

.6 

4.67 

2.22 

70.81 

T.B.  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned.. 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

5 

62 

9 

1 

2 

79 

or  organ  was  condemned.. 

209 

697 

15 

56 

40 

1017 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  infected  with 
T.B 

6-35 

45-2 

.76 

.28 

10.37 

3-78 
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The  high  percentage  of  tuberculosis  should  be  noted  and  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  feel  that  the 
place  of  origin  of  all  tuberculous  animals  found  at  the  slaughter 
house  should  be  investigated.  At  present  vve  are  not  provided  with 
this  information.  A follow-up  of  such  information  would  lead  to 
disinfection  of  buildings  to  limitation  or  reduction  of  tuberculous 
milk  (of  paramount  importance)  and  would  assist  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  the  disease  from  animal  to  animal. 


Food  Inspection. 


T,he  undermentioned  food  was  found  upon  examination  to  be 
unsound  and  unfit  for  (human  consumption,  and  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  : — 


4 

477  tins  Meat.  6 

70  tins  Fish.  6 

133  tins  Vegetables.  92 

10  tins  Soup.  4 

1 15  tins  Milk.  2 

2 tins  Fruit.  3 

5 tins  Jam.  9 

57  tins  Horse  Radish  Sauce.  15J 

54  tins  Cake  Powder.  37 

28  tins  Cocoa  Spread.  27J 

170  lbs.  Beef.  5I 

806  lbs.  Corned  Beef.  4 

165  lbs.  Corned  Mutton.  25 

15!  lbs.  Ham.  3 if 

14  Stone, Fish.  200 


cases  Oranges, 
tons  Turnips, 
pks.  Sauce  Mixture, 
pkts.  Mustard, 
p'kts.  Salt, 
jars  Meat  Paste, 
tins  Shrimp  Paste, 
bottles  Pickles, 
lbs.  Flour, 
lbs.  Sugar, 
lbs.  Butter, 
lbs.  Tea. 

Loaves, 
lbs.  Sultanas, 
lbs.  Cereal, 
lbs.  Loose  Oats. 


Food  Premises. 

These  have  been  inspected  as  often  as  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  do  so,  but  like  other  routine  visits  they  have  not  been  so  frequent 
owing  to  staff  difficulties.  Special  attention  has  been  directed  to 
cleanliness  of  utensils  and  premises,  to  the  frequent  removal  of 
refuse  as  well  as  to  the  condition  of  the  food  exposed  for  sale. 


34 


Legal  Proceedings. 

The  following  prosecutions  were  dealt  wit,h  during  the  year: — 

1.  Against  a contractor  for  repairing  a drain  without  notifying 

the  Council. 

Fined  £2  and  7s.  6d.  costs. 

2.  — Against  an  owner  for  failing  to  empty  a cesspool. 

Fined  £2. 

3 to  12.— 10  Summonses  against  owners  of  property  for  failing  to 
comply  with  Sanitary  Notices  : 

One  fined  10s. 

Nine  withdrawn  as  work  was  carried  out  between  the 
date  of  summons  and  the  hearing  of  the  cases. 


Supervision  of  Milk  Production. 

Sediment  Tests. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  their  efforts 
to  maintain  a clean  mil'k  supply,  and  to  this  end  at  least  one  visit 
was  made  each  week  during  early  morning  milking.  Sediment 
testing  of  milk  was  continued  and  again  proved  useful  in  demon- 
strating to  the  producer  on  the  spot  whether  his  methods  of  milking 
were  satisfactory.  102  tests  were  made  and  a cleanliness  percentage 
of  60.7  resulted,  an  improvement  when  compared  with  the  previous 
three  years.  Figures  since  1937  are  as  folows  : — 


1937  ...  No.  of  tests 

254 

Cleanliness 

% 60% 

1938 

160 

) > 

61.2% 

1939  ••• 

66 

y y 

61% 

1940  ... 

254 

y y 

61.27% 

1941  ...  ,, 

85 

y y 

63-5°/° 

1942  ... 

104 

y y 

53-46% 

1943  ••• 

25 

y y 

31% 

1944  ... 

42 

yy 

38.2% 

1945  ••• 

102 

y y 

60.7% 

60.7%  is  far  from  satisfactory,  but  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
persistent  visits  to  those  farms  giving  poor  results  keeps  the  per- 
centage down.  Only  4 cowkeepers  obtained  100%  marks  for 
cleanliness. 
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Your  Inspectors  follow  up  all  unsatisfactory  results,  give  advice 
to  the  producers,  and  continue  sampling  until  good  results  are 
obtained. 


Souring  of  milk  continued  to  be  a source  of  complaint,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  chief  reason  is  t,he  age  of  the  milk.  The  pooling 
system  and  transport  delays  with  churns  exposed  to  the  sun  for 
hours  and  the  exposure  of  milk  bottles  to  the  sun  on  roundsmen’s 
trollies  and  on  customers’  doorsteps  have  all  contributed  to  the 
conditions  complained  of.  In  addition  to  this,  morning  and  evening 
milk  is  nearly  always  mixed  before  being  bottled. 


Pasteurised  milk  is  continually  sampled  and  the  following 
results  obtained  : — 


Bacteriological  Results. 
Number.  Passed.  Failed. 

From  Schools 12  ...  io  ...  2 


From  Factory  canteens...  5 ...  4 ...  1 

Others  15  ...  9 ...  6 


T,he  nine  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  outside  the  area 
and  the  authority  and  dealers  concerned  were  notified. 


Milk  Sampling  (Tuberculosis). 

The  following  tables  show  the  result  of  milk  sampling  : 

Produced  in  Bebington. 

No.  of  Samples.  No.  T.B. 

Commercial  Milk  27  ...  1 

Accredited  Milk  96  ...  5 

T.T.  Certified  Milk 6 ...  — 


129  6 


This  equals  a percentage  of  4.6  tuberculous  milk  samples. 


Produced  Outside  Bebington. 

No.  of  Samples.  No.  T.B 


Commercial  Milk 

, 2 

Accredited  Milk 

2 

T.T.  Milk  

14 

Pasteurised  

23 

4i 

This  equals  a percentage  of  2.4  tuberculous  milk  samples. 
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The  following  figures  show  the 

number  and 

result  rf 

examinations  tor  T.B.  during  the  past  i- 

years 

No. 

T.B. 

%T.B. 

Commercial  Milk 

1,070 

54  ••• 

5-05 

Accredited  Milk 

1.239 

...  89 

7.18 

T.T.  Milk  

85 

T.T.  (Certified)  Milk 

77 

1 

i-3 

Pasteurised  Milk 

33i 

. . . 

Sterilised  Milk 

21 

. . . 

— 

Goats  Milk  

1 

— 

2,824 

...  144 

The  Table  below  s,hows  the  number  and  results  of  graded  milk 

samples  submitted  for  bacteriolog 

ical  examinations  during  the  year 

1945 

Produced  in 

Bebington. 

Number. 

Satisfactory. 

Accredited  Milk 

2 

— 

T.T.  (Certified) 

6 

4 

TOO 

56 

Produced  Outside  Bebington. 

Number. 

Satisfactory. 

Accredited  Milk 

2 

— 

T.T.  Milk  

17  . 

9 

Pasteurised  Milk 

32 

. 23 

51 

32 

Pasteurised  Milk  submitted 

for  the  Phosphatase 

Test. 

The  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  was  cheeked  by  submitting 
samples  for  the  Phosphatase  Test,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Samples  tested  .•  ...  32 

Efficiently  pasteurised 30 

The  samples  found  to  have  been  insufficiently  heated,  or  mixed 
with  raw  milk,  were  from  dealers  outside  the  area.  Appropriate 
steps  were  taken  bv  reference  to  the  authorities  in  whose  area  the 
dealers  are  registered. 
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Mortuary  Accommodation. 

The  Council  have  two  mortuaries  under  their  jurisdiction,  one 
at  New  Ferry  opposite  the  Police  Station,  the  second  at  Jobs  Ferry, 
Eastham.  During  1945,  23  bodies  were  received  into  the  New 
Ferry  Mortuary. 

Improvements  in  both  the  permanent  mortuaries  have  been 
recommended  as  part  of  the  post-war  developments. 

The  mortuaries  are  cleaned  by  workmen  of  the  department  and 
are  always  maintained  in  a condition  fit  for  immediate  use  cither  for 
the  reception  of  bodies  or  holding  post-mortem  examination. 

Emergency  Water  Tanks. 

These  were  all  visited  from  time  to  time  and  spraying  was 
carried  out  where  they  were  found  to  be  in  a reasonably  clean 
condition,  but  where  nuisance  was  likely  to  occur,  for  example  where 
decomposing  bodies  of  poultry,  etc.,  were  found,  arrangements  were 
made  for  emptying  and  refilling.  Many  of  these  are  now  being 
dismantled. 

Shops  Acts  and  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  Inspector  under  the  Shops 
Acts,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Shortage  of  stock  has  done  more  than  any  Act  of  Parliament 
to  ensure  the  early  closing  of  shops  and  those  few  shop-keepers 
whose  desire  it  was  in  normal  times  to  keep  open  later  than  others 
were  amongst  the  general  body  who  had  little  to  sell.  Sanitary 
conditions  and  hours  of  employment  however  were  checked  and  the 
following  matters  dealt  with  : — 

Absence  of  sanitary  conveniences .•  ...  1 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  5 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  ...  2 

Foul  and  filthy  sanitary  conveniences ••  2 

Insufficient  ventilation 4 

Serving  customers  after  1 p.m.  on  half  closing  day...  3 
Trading  on  Sunday  without  necessary  records  of 

employment  .-  11 

Absence  of  Notices're  Assistants’  Half-holiday 15 

Absence  of  Records  of  employment  of  Young  Persons  17 
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Rodent  Control. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  Rodent  Officer  reports  as 
follows : — 

A scheme  prepared  by  the  County  Council  and  which  came  into 
operation  on  ist  January,  1944,  had  for  its  object  the  greatly 
increased  action  to  counter  the  devastation  by  rats  and  mice.  The 
Cheshire  County  Council  continue  to  operate  the  provisions  of  the 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  under  their  existing 
powers,  and  the  Rats  Order,  1940,  to  such  extent  as  may  be  required 
by  the  Cheshire  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  directed  that  the  County  Council  should 
operate  the  Infestation  Order,  1943,  and  each  of  the  County  Local 
Authorities  was  appointed  as  the  County  Council’s  agent  to  operate 
the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and  the  Infestation 
Order  in  respect  of  Non- Agricultural  land. 

Each  local  authority  were  requested  to  appoint  a responsible 
Rats  Officer,  and  this  Council  appointed  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  It  was  also  suggested  that  one  rodent  operative  per 
15,000  to  20,000  population  should  be  appointed  and  your  authority 
appointed  three  such  rat  catchers. 

Upon  being  aware  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation,  informal  notices 
are  served  upon  occupiers  informing  them  that  they  are  under  an 
obligation  to  rid  their  premises  of  rats  or  mice  but  that  the  Local 
Authority  will  carry  out  the  necessary  work  if  they  wish  to  enter 
into  an  agreement. 


Methods  of  Control. 

Poisoning  was  found  to  be  the  quickest  and  most  effective 
method  of  killing  rats  and  an  85  to  90%  kill  on  first  treatment  was 
obtained. 

Bait  of  sausage  rusk  with  poison  of  zinc  phosphide  was  found 
most  effective  but  where  poison  with  phosphorus  had  already  been 
used,  we  found  it  was  advisable  to  change  to  arsenic.  Hole  baiting, 
container  baiting  and  surface  baiting  were  all  used  with  good 
results. 


39 


The  following  statistics  imiicaie  the  work  carried  out : — 

Supervisory 

Major  Minor  Visits 

Reservoir.  Primary.  Secondary,  by  S.I’s. 


Inspections : 


By  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  — ... 

4 

43  ... 

— 

By  Rat  Catchers  2 .... 

— 

...  2,196  ... 

— 

Re=visits : 

By  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  9 ... 

15 

43  •• 

— 

By  Rat  Catchers  347  ... 

81 

...  1,929  .. 

— 

Supervisory  visits  by 

Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  — ... 

— 

. . . 

66 

358  ... 

100 

...  4,211  .. 

66 

Number  of  complaints  received 

... 

...  

135 

Number  of  complaints  investigated 

... 

135 

Type  of  Visits  Made. 

Dwellinghouses  

...  ...  ... 

3,655 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

...  

552 

Canteens,  Restaurants,  Cafes 

...  , . , . . . 

81 

Offices  ...  

...  ...  ... 

7 

Shops  .•  

;I28 

Schools  

...  ...  ... 

I 

Refuse  Tips  

. , . . , ; ... 

48 

Sewers  and  Drains  ...  

. . . . . . ... 

38 

Non-Agricultural  land  

159 

Total  ... 

4,669 

Referred  to  County  Council  re  agricultural  land 

3 

Number  of  advice  notices  served  ... 

, , * 

...  ...  ... 

159 

Number  of  estimates  provided 

... 

...  ... 

78 

Number  of  contracts  signed  

• • • 

...  ...  ... 

68 

Estimated  number  of  rats  found  during 

1945  

2,876 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  during 

1945  

818 

Estimates  in  Hand. 

132  Contracts  for  ^450  7s.  6d. 

Sewer  Disinfestation. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  sewers  are  free  from  rat 
infestation.  The  Council’s  Sewage  Works  are  visited  periodically 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  evidence  of  rat  infestation  is 
followed  by  baiting  and  poisoning. 


